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Environment

Controlled forest fires serve useful purpose

Pt bry: Saog: Visigrn
SOMETHING'S BURNING— This prescribed burn Jan. 25 is In the pine slands and
open argas on tho sauth end of the Arsenal near the intersection of Pattan and
Buxton resds,

Incredibie
Credit Store

tow ¥
Manthiy !'”
Payments |

o HEWLETT PACHARD
o DASES

+ [mmediate
Delivery
= flo Down Payment
= Nlo Payment For
ays .

YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY APPROVED FOR CREDIT
IF YOU ARE MILITARY OR CIVIL SERVICE

L 1-866-751-7333 ar ordor online
| NSCOUNTERS . wwwe usadiscounters.net

Prescribed bums
preserve fand

QARRTROH RELEASE

Smokey Bear has a new messige
Adter inore than 20 yeass of ceminding lhe
pabslic, 1h21 “caly you can peevent fowesl
Fires,” his (arnous slogan was coanged fo
“omly you can provent wilifires” in 20001,
The new sdogan 15 & seflection aof the
changipg anitwdes about the role of fre in
MLy SCOYFLEms,

Fire, mesuliing fsom lightning strikes,
evolved ax a naural commponent of modl
Neomh American Toreils, Hidorical asl
paleaniclogical records show that Mative
Americant oflen sued fiee 40 manpilsie
vegelation composinon, Bunopean witle.
menl, however, roughl with i the ait-
Iizle hal {irs 15 scaething 1o be contmlled
in order \o protect forcsis, prained and
mher ecpsymems. These aitituded persial-
£d umil the V97 when bicdeging gnd
land mangers bopan i sealiee the unliy
of pericdic low titenaity fires

Manmy nalive trees aml Qivper vegetalon
are sdaptind 40 penodic buming. i Tact
tnany plam specics e Jdependent on the
beal gererated during fores fires for ger-
minaricn. Control led tums cen be ased 1o
amprave wilillifo habital, coptred exatic
specics, otubil be spread of plant Ji-
eascs, prepare tiles for planiing or seed-
ing, and maictain an Open nderslory.

Furtiser, Cenlurics of [ife supproition
in Monh Anseriean forests, which allowed
for ihe massive pccurmudation of dead
phant mesterial, 15 thought fo be o major
comiribiics 10 the caastrophic wildfires
Ihat have mvaged pans of the U.S. in the
lag, scveral docades

A comrolbed e (or preseribed barm)
has become an cilsblithed rescarcs man-
agennl el wind o Tany ecoeayiems
Redstons Arsenial bas cxecuted & sopnd
contolled burning program since he
carly 197k RAecenidy Reduone became
ang of a Tew Dol installations 1o develop
an Iratellstion Wildland Fire Manage-
ment Flan. The plan, which inchudes the
Anpual Presoribed Buming: Frogram oo
ibo immtallation, plays 8 major role in
wiklland fire coptral aml peevention.

Undder the dicection of 1he ansallation
wildland e peograsn manager amd 0
cootibiathon Wil the installation fiee
deparimens, naioral resource perscmeek
within 1he Envionmental Munagement
Devigion imploment the aopuwal Presaribed
Burnicg Program. CH the 32000 scres on

Redetone  approximaiely  2000-4,000
acres are scheduled g baming each year
as the fssion aml weather permits. CGen-
erally, any coe Torested area is bumed on
4 three-year retaion 1o provide optiman
fogest habita bolore harandons wililland
fire condilions begin 10 CoCar

Much of the open fand on the mdssile
ranges are bumed annually o prevent
wilidfires, therehy reducing the divwatime
for range opcraliond and prevesting
polential damage 1o sljoining foresis,
ver the neal four of five yeas some of
Redsione's forests wili medetve annval
burns in an alktompt 10 peopane sics o ke
chemidal weatment of Kudzu,

[n vhe Serzth, muost prescnibed buming
cperatinns. with mualtiple objectives are
}wﬂ’m'mcd duging the winter months. Dhar-
ing this time of the year plant growih has
generally pone dormard axd the weather
condiliorg are Taverable Tor Taamiag (ooo]
teruperatures, high telaive homidily,
sicady northerly wirsds)

Irityally. 2n arca that has Teen burmed
nzales i diffieylt 1o soceps the Taci hat
the  [ogesis®  appearance  has  been
ceillanced, B the black sppearance of a
Bieed 53l s usually zhow-tived and s
o replaced by the new growth of
greenery and Gowering plants.

The pederseory 411l be mame open and
provide grester vinbilily within the tres
stands. Thia epen o0 park-like condition
imprmves aciess theough the area for hik-
ing, hoating, timber marking. logeing.
o trakning, and clher day-io-day oger-
alias |m the area.

The more open lower canopy and the
reduced leafl litter also result o & dramat-
tc jocrease in herbaccous  vegelalion
growih on the forsst Thiorn,

This increase in vegelation provides an
increased food sowrce far many species of
wikllife including large specics soch
deer and 1wkey 0 smaller species such as
rascoan, rabti, quall and while-fooked
mave. Imcreases in dhe smaller species in
nern provide mereased food for F\{ﬁhlm
sch as the barred pwl, zreat homed owrl,
troad-winged hawk, ced-tailed hawk and
Teohcat.

Because prescribad burning provides
miltiphe wic bencfits and hat & nadiral
placs an ke ecosysem., i1 will continwe
o be an importamt forest management
taal.

Wildfire ccourrences cannod be com-
pletely eliminned from nauml arcas put
prescnbed voms can edoce thels fre-
quency and ivdensify thus prescrving for-
el rerources for fufure generatioms.
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